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Father James E. Sherman, pas-
tor of St. Mary's Church, 13th 
and Clay streets, will conduct 
the annual students' retreat at 
Edgecliff early in February. 
Father Sherman is known by 
Father J'ames E. Sherman 
most of the students here since 
he was on the faculty of the 
college from the time it was 
founded in 1935 until the end 
of the last school year. 
Before assuming the pastorate 
at St. Mary's in 1948, Father 
Sherman was professor of phil-
osophy at St. Gregory's seminary 
in Mt. Washington. He was also 
chaplain at the Fontbonne, where 
he was active in making converts 
and in bringing lapsed Catholics 
back to the faith . 
His present activities include 
his own parish work and the 
spiritual directorship of Our 
Lady, Seat of Wisdom, praesidi-
um of the Legion of Mary at the 
Santa Maria Institute. A func-
tion of this organization is to 
help fallen-away Catholics. 
4 Sisters In Religion 
Father She!"man, a native of 
Dayton, Ohio, has four sisters in 
religious orders. Two are Re-
ligious Sisters of Mercy in the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati and 
two others are members of the 
Mission Helpers, Servants of the 
Sacred Heart, a missionary order 
of Baltimore. 
Father Sherman, who was or-
dained in 1931, received his BA 
degree from the University of 
Dayton and the Doctorate of 
Sacred Theology from the Uni-
versity of Fribourg in Switzer-
land in 1934. He is the author of 
several books, one of which is 
" The Nature of Martyrdom." 
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Ball To Revive 
Emery's Glory 
Emery Hall, once the scene of 
some of the most brilliant social 
functions in Cincinnati, will re-
gain some of its pristine splendor 
when the Yuletide Ball takes 
place there on Monday evening, 
Dec. 26. 
Students and their escorts in 
formal attire wil dance to the 
music of Jimmy Barbara and his 
Knights of Rhythm Orchestra 
from 9 to 1 o'clock. 
The four classes are cooperat-
ing on arrangements for the 
dance. The freshmen are in 
charge of decorations ; the sopho-
mores, refreshments; the juniors, 
programs and invitations; and 
the seniors, the orchestra. Class 
presidents Virginia McDonald, 
Joan Stuebbers, Joan Bamberger, 
and Suzanne Schimanski are in 
charge of the committees, under 
the chairmanship of Mary Feld-
man, Student Council president. 
Chaperons for the evening will 
include Doctor and Mrs. Daniel 
J. Steible, Mr. and Mrs. Norbert 
Mecklenborg, Mr. and Mrs. James 
C. O'Connell, Mr. and Mrs. Fred 




The next opponent of the 
Edgecliff Debaters will be Notre 
Dame university, South Bend, 
Indiana. An affirmative team of 
the "Fighting Irish" is planning 
to visit Edgecliff on the evening 
of Jan. 20. The topic for the de-
bate will be the national inter-
collegiate topic of the year, 
Nationalization of Industry. 
Opposing the Notre Dame af-
firmative team will be Edgecliff's 
negative team composed of Alice 
Mitchell and Jane Beck. 
Three judges will render the 
decision. Tentatively, they will be 
Father George Berwanger, Eng-
lish instructor of St. Gregory's 
Seminary; Robert L . Otto, WCPO 
newscaster; and Betty Donovan, 
Cincinnati newspaperwoman. 
This debate will be held at 
Edgecliff at 8 p .m. and the en-
tire student body is invited. A 
return debate to be held at 
South Bend is being planned for 
late February. 
Edgecliff was declared the 
winner of this year's first Edge-
cliff-Villa Madonna debate held 
hel'e on Dec. 13. The Rev. 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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The First Christmas Gift 
Our snow-framed pane is lined with spicy savors, toasty breath, 
And wreathed with crackling holly, berry-burdened, dashed with snow. 
Our cozy hearth is flushed with pine flames' vagabond caress, 
A stone pool splashed with Yuletide tints and blushing with cheer's 
glow. 
Wee angels lost in flannel gowns war drowsily with dreams 
To hear that merry, tinkling song-of St. Nick's frisky bells 
That laugh in clear soprano tones to harmonize, it seems, 
With his chuckling bass. While daddy in his warmest voice retells 
" ... The story of the Baby Christ, the haloed Christmas Child 
Who came, the sweet, celestial Son of Man, God's wondrous grant 
To men on that firs t Christmas "IT'nrn ; a Child so strangely styled 
A Saviour ... And the seraphs praised His glory mid' the Shepherds' 
joyous chant; 
"'Holy! Holy! Infant Jesus, the Father's Son on Earth, 
The heavens are cast wide for us by Thy humble birth! '" 
But sleep, my tiny angels. Now pure laughter be your way 
To praise our kindly Father. Twill be your baby way to pray 
Your thanks for Little Jesus, He, the first and richest gift of Christmas 
Day. 
- Aurelia Miller '51 
Origin Of Christmas Tree 
Traced To Ancient Legend 
By Marilyn Wolfer 
Most Americans at this time of 
the year are engaged in many 
shopping trips, but the most im-
portant of all is the one for the 
Christmas tree. It must be select-
ed very carefully to be j ust the 
right size and shape to put in 
front of the living room window. 
Of all the many Christmas cus-
toms e x i s t in g throughout the 
world, this one is the most com-
mon in the United States. 
decorated in this manner. The 
general opinion is that the Christ-
mas tree comes to us from Ger-
many and many associate it with 
Martin Luther. If this is true, then 
it would seem that the familiar 
Christmas tree is not a very Cath-
olic decoration for Christmas. 
Crib Is Catholic 
Seniors To Give Recital 
An even lovelier custom for 
Christmas is the Crib which is 
more directly connected with the 
Nativity of Our Lord. St. Francis 
of Assisi gave the Crib the form 
it has today. In 1223, he visited 
Rome and told Pope Honorius III 
his plans for making a represen-
tation of the Nativity scene. The 
Pope gave the plan his sanction 
and on Christmas Eve St. Francis 
built a crib and placed around 
it the figures of the Blessed Vir-
ranged for two pianos by Jacques 
Miller. (Cohtinued on Page 3) 





Opening the Christmas season 
at Edgecliff this evening, the 
Choral club, under the direction 
of John J . Fehring, presented its 
annual Christmas carols and 
cantata program. 
The program opened with 
members of the group walking 
in procession to the stage singing 
the hymn, " 'Twas in the Winter 
Cold." Each girl carried a lighted 
taper. "O Sacred Night" and 
"Sacred Infant" immediately 
followed the processional. 
The traditional cantata, "The 
First Christmas," which tells of 
the birth of Christ, was present-
ed for the fifth year at Edgecliff. 
Soloists included : Marie Brown, 
Marianne Castellini, and Paulina 
Howes, sopranos; and Joanne 
Doppes, Jacqueline Junker, and 
Joann Westhaus, altos. Miss 
Mary Catherine Carlton, pianist, 
and the Emil Heermann trio pro-
vided the accompaniment. 
Carols included : "In the Glow 
of the Candles," Cooper; "Sleep 
Thou My Jewel," a Polish h ymn; 
"The Nightingale," Dutch ; 
"Christmas Carol," German. 
Comprising the traditional carols 
were: "Here A Torch," "Silent 
Night," "The First Noel," and 
"O Come All Ye Faithful." 
Crib Program 
Set For Today 
"Venite Adoremus! " 
Just as the shepherds answered 
the call of the angels on Christ-
mas night, so the student-body at 
Edgecliff came and gathered 
around the crib to adore the In-
fant King this morning. 
Each student took an active 
part in the traditional crib devo-
tion. She personally placed her 
gift at the feet of the statue of 
the Christ Child. The packages 
contained articles of clothing for 
children of all ages. After the 
ceremony the mission unit gath-
ered these bundles and sent 
them on to needy families. 
Mary Theresa Duwel, president 
of the mission unit, said that 
this year the packages will be 
sent to the Catholic Charities. 
After the procession, Christmas 
carols were sung in their original 
language. The Spanish classes 
sang "Van Los Pastores" and 
"Pastores a Belen." "Un Flam-
beau J eanette Isabelle," "Nouv-
velle Agreable" and "M in u it 
Chretian" were the carols pre-
pared by the French classes. The 
German classes sang the well-
known favorites "Stille Nacht" 
and "Heiliqste Nacht." 
Cecelia Dwyer, Carol Staga-
man, Beulah Verde and Mary 
Feldman, the four senior music 
pupils of Miss Frances Loftus, 
will be presented in a special 
recital on Sunday evening, Jan. 
15. Contrary to custom, this pro-
gram will be held in the auditori-
um of the Administration Build-
ing, rather than in McAuley Hall. 
Beulah Verde will sing four 
folk-songs, one French, one Ger-
man, one Italian and one Irish. 
Mary Theresa Moran will be her 
accompanist. 
There are many legends con-
cerning the origin of the Christ-
mas tree. According to an ancient 
and beautiful one, when Christ 
was born, three trees stood about 
the manger-an olive tree, a date 
palm, and a pine tree. In honor 
of the newborn King, the olive 
and the palm tree gave their fruit 
as an offering, but the pine tree 
had nothing that it could give. 
Looking down from the heavens, 
some of the stars noticed this and 
rested themselves on the branches 
as an offering. This first Christ-
mas tree is said to have pleased 
the Christ Child greatly. 
Catholic U. Play Coming 
With . the exception of Miss 
Verde, a singer, all of the solo-
ists are pianists, and the program 
will be preponderantly for piano. 
Carol Stagaman will present an 
all-.Chopin group and Mary Feld-
man will play an all-Liszt group. 
Together, the two will play Fritz 
Kreisler's "Caprice Viennois," ar-
Chief among Miss Dwyer's 
renditions will be Beethoven's 
"Moonlight Sonata." She will also 
appear in a two-piano number, 
"Fledermaus' Peraphrase" by 
Strauss-Kovacs, with Dolores 
Kreis, a last year's graduate, who 
is returning to participate in this 
recital. 
B es id e s the aforementioned, 
selections by Debussy ' and Rach-
maninoff will also be "ncluded 
on the program. 
Trees used By Pagans 
Others tales connect the use of 
the tree at Christmas time with 
an ancient belief that trees blos-
som on the night of the Nativity. 
However, evergreens had 1 on g 
been used in pagan ceremonies 
and for this reason were forbid -
den to be used by the early ·Chris-
tians. 
It was not until the 16th cen-
tury that Christian homes were 
Shakespeare's famous comedy, 
"Much Ado About Nothing," will 
be presented by the University 
Players of Washington's Catho-
lic Universi ty on Feb. 2 and 4 in 
the Newport high school audi-
torium under the auspices of 
Villa Madonna college. 
The Players are a nationally 
recognized dramatic group. Their 
aim is to purify · the stage as a 
whole arid to bring good theater 
to as many communities as pos-
sible. The group coming here 
numbers from 15 to 20 students 
who are members of the univer-
sity's speech and drama depart-
ments. They are responsible for 
re-writing, directing, costuming, 
and scenery. 
"Much Ado About Nothing" 
has not been produced in this 
region for some time. The Play-
ers presented it in Wa!!hington in 
1947 and received many favor-
able reviews. 
Other members of the Players 
are now on Broadway in the 
s u cc e s sf u 1 musical review, 
"Touch and Go." 
2 
e Edgecliff's Christmas Spirit 
The true spirit of Christmas has been 
submerged in our day by the commercializa-
tion of the Yuletide with its overemphasis 
on pagan and materialistic elements, such as 
Santa Claus, the decorated Christmas tree, 
the exchange of material possessions, and 
the general partying and merrymaking. 
How far removed all this is from the spirit 
which prevailed at that First Christmas 1949 
years ago when the Redeemer of the world 
was born in a humble stable in Bethlehem. 
There, simple shepherds gathered to adore 
the Infant. Wise Men brought their gifts 
to place at the foot of the manger, while the 
choirs of Angels sang "Alleluia." 
We, as Catholic College students, can, over 
and above our usual exchange of gifts, radiate 
the true Christmas spirit by: First, partici-
pating in the Church's joy over the birth of 
the Savior by our devout attendance at Mass 
and by receiving Holy Communion at the 
Christmas-tide and, if possible, by hearing 
several Masses on that day. Secondly, we 
can send Christian Christmas cards to our 
friends, letting them know that we realize 
the true significance of Christmas. Thirdly, 
in our own small way, we can donate money 
or clothing to the poor, not only of our own 
country, but those of the European continent. 
Finally, we could spare some of our leisure 
moments to visit the. sick and to sing Chirst-
mas carols for them. 
By sharing in the real Christmas spirit is 
the only way we can truly have a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS. 
e Why Interracial Justice? 
"All men are created equal and are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain inalien-
able rights"-these are the words of 1our con-
stitution boldly set forth for all the world to 
see. Yet, are they really believed and applied 
by all Americans? We pride ourselves on our 
democratic government, yet are we truly 
democratic among ourselves? 
Americans seemingly fail to see that dif-
ferences between races are superficial. Catho-
lic Americans fail to realize the true signifi-
cance of the Mystical Body, that is, that all 
men are hrothers in Christ. Racial prejudice 
among Catholics, therefore, is more repre-
hensible than among others. 
We. as individual Catholic students must 
teach ourselves to think clearly and to con-
cretely practice tolerance and justice in our 
daily contacts with colored people. Through 
everyone's effort we can make America a 
true ,democracy and permeate it with Catho-
lic principles on racial justice. 
THE EDGECLIFF 
The Edgecliff Is the olflclal IJ'llbllcadon ot Our Lady 
of Cincinnati ~liege, Eld&'eclllr, Cincinnati, Ohio, con-
ducted by the Religious ·Sisters of llfercy. It ap-
Pi!&rs m-0othly thO'oughout the school year. 
Co-Editors: Margaret Ryan and Julanne Sagmas-
ter; Associate Editors: J ane Beck and Mary 
Feldman ; Business Managers: Aurelia Miller and 
Patrica Wood; Circulation Manager: Ann H eine-
man. 
Columnists: J oan Ba mberger, Rosann Brockm an, 
Margaret Geers, Elaine Kuechenmeist er, and 
Marjorie Mullaney. 
Reporters: Mary Boyle, Judith Mayleben, Rose-
mary McCarty, Helen Meara, Suzanne Schi-
manski, Marilyn Wolfe r , and Maureen Zwinak. 
Artist: Alice Fox 
THE EDGECLIFF 
• Blank Slate 
Why does everyone celebrate on New 
Year's Eve? Merely to mark the flight of 
another dead year? But only the very young, 
who do not do the celebrating, are happy to 
see the years pass by. Older persons are more 
apt to be saddened at the passage of one or 
more of their precious years of life. Never-
theless, whether sensibly or senselessly, they 
celebrate. ' 
So it must be the prospect of the New 
Year that is the cause for rejoicing. And 
well it might be! Here is a whole, bright, 
shining new year for each and every one of 
us. Not a mistake or a disappointment mar 
its white surface; we can do with it as we 
will. 
This is where the trouble comes in. What 
shall we make of our clean new year? Reso-
lutions fly thick and fast on New Years' day, 
but they are almost forgotten a week later. 
Of course, it is a good idea to make just one 
resolution and then try to concentrate on it. 
There are some more concrete things we 
can do to make sure that the first mark on 
our twelvemonth's slate is in our favor. 
First of all, we can prepare for the New 
Year by keeping our celebrating the night 
before on a sensible level, remembering that 
it is the eve of a great feast of the Church. We 
must attend Mass on January 1, because it is 
a holy-day of obligation, both receiving Holy 
Communion would be an extra, and an excep-
tionally fine way of starting off the year. 
We can also remember to thank our 
Heavenly Father for giving us this New Year, 
another twelve months in which we can make 
progress on our journey home to heaven, an-
other year of grace to atone for our past mis-
steps. It will truly be a happy New Year if 
we use it as He wills. 
e Worse Than ,4-Bomb ! 
An interesting contrast of viewpoints on 
family life can be seen by comparing recent 
statements made by a group of Catholic 
bishops and those made by an A n g 1 i c a n 
bishop. 
The former group points out that "35 years 
of war and its effects have wrought 
incalculable injury to family life." They call 
for an effort to restore the virtues and pract-
ices necessary to insure stability and peace in 
the family. The bishops condemn divorce and 
its easy method of attainment, multiple mar-
riages, and planned parenthood by unnatural 
means. They regard these practices as more 
dangerous to the world than the A-bomb. 
Exemplifying the typical outlook of ma-
terialism, Dr. E. W. Barnes, Anglican bishop 
of Birmingham, recently advocated steriliz-
ing the unfit and nationalizing birth control. 
He also approved euthanasia (mercy killing) 
for defective babies. Because he is worried 
about the overpopulation in England, he said, 
"We must educate our citizens to have small-
er families." 
How unlike are these two views. The 
former guards man's natural rights to home 
and family; the latter takes away man's 
rights, even to the extent of denying the right 
to life itself. It condones the policy of birth 
control which, in the eyes of the Church, "in-
fuses poison into the heart of family life by 
destroying in husband and wife the self-re-
spect and mutual reverence in which alone 
are built enduring love and patient fidelity." 
American Catholic women will do well 
to heed the Church's advice if they intend to 
have a peaceful , secure, and happy family 
life. 
Curtain Calls By Rosann Brockman 
Members of the cast of Alice-
Sit-By-The-Fire are still t aking 
bows a m o n g their friends for 
their performances in the Edge-
cliff Players' first production of 
this year. A delightful costume 
comedy in three acts by James 
M. Barrie, it is the best-written 
play seen at Our Lady of Cincin-
nati s in c e I Remember Mama 
charmed audiences two years ago. 
Sue Schimanski is especially to 
be singled out for her h e a r t -
warming interpretation of th e 
youthful mother Alice. Success-
fully aiding and abetting Sue as 
her fond a nd tolerant husband 
was Walter Whalen, always popu-
lar with Edgecliff audiences. 
Barbara Tuke was at her best 
a s t h e sentimental, emotional 
Amy. She and her fellow Victori-
an junior mis3, Ginevra, (Pa t 
Wood) h ad some of the most hu-
morously over-dramatic lines in 
the play and they played them to 
the hilt. 
B i 11 Schimanski excellently 
portrayed the typical, half-shy 
schoolboy, embarassed by any 
demonstrat ive sh ow from his lov-
ing parents. Bob Shesull carried 
off the role of the very shy Mr. 
Rollo with all appropriate blushes 
and stammerings. 
We're sure the girls do not or-
dinarily hobnob with servants 
(although they may be very fam-
iliar with their tasks) yet the do-
mestic h elp, played by Elaine 
Huber, Anna Mae Franey and 
Shirley Baehner were very con -
vincing, w ith special mention 
d ue to Shirley, the hungry, cock-
n ey serving-girl. 
Theater Future Bright 
The Christmas theater season 
promises to be gay and colorful 
with the presentation of two pe-
rennial favorites- The Student 
Prince and The Philadelphia Story. 
This year's revival of the "Prince," 
beginning the week of Dec. 18, 
marks the 25th anniversary pro-
duction of Sigmund Romberg's 
tuneful operetta and the first mu-
sical presented on Cincinnati's 
commercial stage this winter. It 
comes after the high drama of 
(Continued on Page 4) 
The Soap Box 
P. Grannen P. Smith F. Janz E. McDonough 
Question: Do You Believe ChildreR Should Be Told There Is No Santa 
Claus? 
Patricia Grannen, junior 
"No, I don't. I believe that chil-
dren have a right to their belief 
in Santa Claus, along with their 
fairy-tales and other wonders 
that make childhood such a hap-
py time. 
With even the youngest child 
however, the real story of Christ-
mas should be given equal at-
tention. The birth of the Christ 
Child is, after all, a child's story. 
Its beauty and simplicity appeal 
to children, who will appreciate 
it if given the chance to realize 
that Christmas is not just the re-
ceiving of gifts from Santa 
Claus." 
Pat Smith, freshman 
"No! Through the centuries 
Santa Claus has become a tradi-
tional belief in America. The 
jolly little man with the snow-
white beard has been robed in 
cheerful benevolence and en-
throned in the child's imagina-
tion. Santa is real to him now; 
later, he becomes a symbol of 
real things, good and valuable 
things. Santa is of the ranks of 
a child's mythological friends, 
who if they are not friends in the 
true sense of the word, are 
nothing worse than harmless 
imaginations. 
Time has proved that the an-
ticipation and happiness of a 
Christmas morn is lessened once 
a child knows Santa doesn't 
really come. Children begin to 
doubt Santa's reality at a very 
early age. When they ask, with 
THE EGYPTIAN, by Mike Wal-
tari 
This novel deals with the era 
a thousand years before Christ 
when Egypt was the world power 
and Syria was forging the arms, 
the armies, and the strategy that 
would eventually overthrow the 
sceptre of the Pharaohs and the 
ruling rod of her neighbors t o 
the North and the West . 
In these times lived the fiction-
al hero of "The Egyptian", Sinu-
he the Physician. It is the story 
of Sinuhe from youth to old age 
told in the first per son . The tale 
is one of travel over all the then-
known world, picturing the dif-
ferences in the people3, their cus-
toms, religions, and dress in ex-
cellent detail; of adventure, in-
trigue and battle, sparing none of 
the crudities of the period. The 
view of the people and the nations 
is panoramic. The adventures of 
Sinuhe are too numerous even to 
cata logue. 
Realistic Characters 
"The Egyptian" contains a life-
time of characters, thoroughly 
credible, none of wh om is all 
good or all bad, all wise or all 
foolish. Sinuhe himself is good 
and bad, wise and foolish. 
Adventure, movement, intrigue, 
vengeance and the exotic a tmos-
phere of unfamiliar lands, these 
things drip from almost every 
page. Wallari's Egypt is seen, 
felt, smelled, and tasted. Charac-
ter lies completely subordinate to 
this doubt in their minds, then 
I believe they should be told the 
truth. 'Santa's real, Johnny, but 
not quite in the way you thought 
him to be.'" 
Frances Janz, sophomore 
"I do not approve of telling 
children there is a Santa Claus. 
I believe in telling and retelling 
to them the one and only true 
story of Christmas, the story of 
the Christ-child. At the present 
time it seems that Christmas has 
lost its true meaning altogether. 
The very idea of Christmas now 
is associated only with Santa 
Claus, Christmas trees, decora-
tions and other things of a pure-
ly secular nature. 
When the beautiful season of 
Christmas comes around each 
year why not tell ·the children 
the most beautiful story there 
is- the story of the tiny Babe of 
Bethlehem? Tell them it is our 
love of little Jesus and not Santa 
that is responsible for our gifts 
on Christmas morn." 
Eleanor McDonough, senior 
"No, children cannot be expect-
ed to comprehend the true mean-
ing of Christmas and no child 
should be denied the joy of b e -
lieving in such a lovable hero. 
The spirit of Santa Claus is in 
the youthful mind a symbol of 
unselfishness and giving. 
The idea of Santa is not incom-
patible with the true spirit of 
Christmas and therefore should 
not be divorced from the season." 
action. The novel reads with the 
hard truth of r eality. Written in 
a pungent, easy s tyle, it is longish 
and rather heavy, but is surpris-
ingly easy to read, and extremely 
hard to put aside. 
MARY, by Sholem Asch 
The story covers the years from 
the marriage of Joseph and Mary 
to the Resurrection. Family life 
feeling, and is r i c h in detail. 
at Nazar eth is portrayed with 
Nazar eth was not a metropolitan 
center, yet it had its shops and 
artisans, its commerce and re-
ligious life. This background d e -
tail is the most rewarding feature 
of the entire book. 
The novel is written wtih a 
genuine respect for the persons 
of J esus, Mary, and Joseph, but 
the author has ggoe . far beyond 
the Gospels for h is material. The 
Mar y of this fictionalized life of 
the Mother of Christ will be a 
stran ger t o Catholic readers. 
The author's Mary seems to lack 
humility. Before the Annuncia-
tion, she wishes to be the Moth er 
of the Messiah. After it, she seems 
to boast of her virginal concep-
tion. The r esponsibility of her 
position grows on her very slowly 
despite the Angel's solemn words. 
Later she has five other sons 
besides Jesus. 
Jewish Viewpoint 
"Mary" is written also en-
tirely from the Jewish point of 
(Continued on Page 4) , 
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'Cliff Breeze By Margaret Geers & Marjorie Mullaney 
T'was a week before Christmas 
and round OLC 
The girls were as busy as ever 
they'll be, 
With argyles for Alphonse, one 
toe left to sew; 
And boarders rushed crazy, get-
ting ready to go! . 
As the holiday approaches, the 
number of knit-addicts on campus 
increases. The most industrious 
we k n o w is Trilby Krumdick 
who boasts a total of 20 pairs of 
argyle socks. Trilby says it's a 
safe investment; the socks are 
for her brother. 
We don't have a Suggestion Box 
at Edgecliff but if we did Barbara 
Tuke could keep it supplied. She 
offered the most original plan 
for solving the swimming pool 
fund program proposed in Parlia-
mentary Law class by her sugges-
tion-"! move that we just build 
steps down to the river!" What 
genius! W h at an imagination! 
What a bunch of steps! 
If you saw Sue Muss i o, Pat 
Berning, Pat Winter and JoAnn 
Vo:s in a huddle around Mary 
Schlueter and heard the phrase, 
"Blow up", there was no need for 
you to get excited. They were not 
planning to destroy the school. 
They were t r yin g to convince 
Mary that her graduation picture 
when "blown up," would not be 
as unflattering as she thought. 
Elaine Huber has found he r 
mission in life! Not satisfied by 
her logic prof's incomplete induc-
tion 'that all flying horses are 
red,' she will observe them and 
offer complete inductive proof . 
Good luck, Elaine. 
Reviewing the results of a re-
cent exam, the professor remarked 
that one paper was exceptionally 
good. A breathless minute fol-
lowed in which the hopeful stu-
dents waited for the name of 
the genius. The silence was brok-
en as Nancy Mecklenborg shyly 
acknowledged, "Thank you." 
With apologies to Edgecliff's 
dramatic critic, we wish to re-
mark on the fluency and poise 
with which Shirley Baehner re-
cently read an article called "Col-
lege Cheating" to the junior re-
ligion class. 
Eileen Molloy, Mary Ann Webb 
and Beu I ah Verde formed a 
mighty tuneful trio recently as 
they gave out with "I'll Be Home 
for Christmas," which the girls 
assure us is the theme of Emery 
Hall these days. 
Now we'll return to our ribbons 
and tissue, 
Merry Christmas to all and see 
you next issue. 
His New Christmas 
By Nancy Mecklenborg 
This Christmas in Lincolnport, 
everyone seemed to relish with 
delight the tremendous goodness 
of the weatherman in sending 
them snow. In gratitude th e y 
ladened their outside pines and 
evergreens with lights that rab-
bow-hued the cottony whiteness 
of the ground. 
Among the grateful populace 
wending its way homeward in 
a stream of holly and tinseled 
spirit, was a mite of seven-
Stephen, by name, bootblack 
by trade. He smiled in aw-
ful ecstasy at the dizzy, kaliedeo-
scopic spectrum about him and 
clutched at the protruding bulki-
ness beneath his coat. He too was 
rushing home to Christmas-up his 
little room. But the rushing grad-
ually slowed to a strolling pace 
and then halted. Steve was mag-
natized by the potential puff- per -
fect snow balls that crunched be-
neath his feet. His head was full 
of thoughts-confused , sleepy, 
ha ppy thoughts. Mother was to be 
busy working in the kitchen of 
one of the big houses. It would 
be hours after the midnight-toll 
till she would arrive, spectre-like 
among the shadows of the latticed 
attic. Presents wer e always sec-
ond-hand and made over from 
1 as t year, and the gay-colored 
glisters that filled the room were 
simulated by t urn i n g out the 
lights and opening the blinds all 
the way. 
Steve's young mind puzzled at 
the o l d Christmas and tickled 
with excitement at the thought 
of the new. He took up his rush -
ing again with renewed in-
tention. The new Christmas, the 
different Ch r i s t m as was h ere 
ah ead of him. 
The visions aroused by the kind 
man's story carouseled around his 
brain. The man had smiled and 
all that was dark and dreary in 
the world had melted into the 
moonlight of that smile. And the 
story-it was old and beautiful, 
but true. Yet Steve had never 
heard it before. He had marveled 
at the man's gentleness to him and 
then the mellow, low drone of 
his voice had begun. His words 
had painted lovely three-dimen-
sional tableaux against the dull 
grey frame of the business build-
ings- pictures that the love-hun-
gry eyes of a ragamuffin young-
ster had never before perceived: 
cloud-faced angels; plum-cheeked 
shepherds; the love-eyed plainer 
of goodness; and the lady of air 
and earth, honey and wine. But 
most of all, Steve liked the little 
Baby who smiled in His in-
nocence and knew all men as 
brothers. This Child who was the 
sun garbed in the stars, who was 
bathed in the blueness of the sky, 
who breathed the greenness of the 
grass and the whiteness of the 
snow, who crooned the lapping-
calm of the sea and the ruffing-
sigh of the wind. This Ch i 1 d 
whose birthday it was. 
Steve reached the door of his 
room in sudden astonishment. The 
pictures had been so vivid and 
he so occupied in them that the 
mechanics of the last part of his 
rushing homeward we re com-
pletely oblivious to him. Th e 
loppy awkwardness beneath his 
coat was again child-hugged and 
then he pushed open the door 
to his room. 
In little-giddines3, the minum 
boot-black charged his case of 
polishes to an obscure corner and 
then opened h is coat. The curious 
contents he placed on the floor 
under the eave in the bare front 
of the room. The lights glistened 
in from the streets below but 
Steve ignored them. He picked up 
a cigar box and put it straight in 
the patch of moon, then the paper 
strips in the box, then, the tiny 
doll- now, all was r eady. He lit 
the stub candle and stood it in 
the window. His eyes danced with 
the flame. Shadows played across 
the touseled, droopy h ead. The 
solitary fire dartles kept Steve's 
chill-lonely vigil with him. All 
the lights of a Christmas t ree re-
flected in the beam of his smile-
all the joys of sh iny toys swam in 
the happy pools of his eyes. H e 
had received and given the finest 
gift-a child's love. This was h is 
- this was their new Christmas, 
Steve's and the Child's. 
The lights of the worlct dimmed 
for a sudden-slight moment and 
the flame of a small candle in an 
attic-room window became the 
epitome of brightness for a slum-
bering child. 




Scenes of distrtss and joy from 
Edgecliff Players production, are 
pictured above. At top are Bill 
Schimanski, Patricia Wood, Bar-
bara Tuke, and Anna Mae Franey. 
Below are Walter Whalen, Bar-





(Continued from Page 1) 
Francis Roedel from St. Gregory 
Seminary was judge. 
Debating the intercollegiate 
topic of the year, Resolved: That 
the United States Should Nation-
alize All Basic Non-Agricultural 
Industries, were Tom Dooley and 
Charlie Deters of Villa taking 
the affirmative, against the Edge-
cliff negative team composed of 
Alice Mitchell and Jane Beck. 
In another intercollegiate event 
held on Nov. 28 at X, Xavier tri'-
umphed over Edgecliff according 
to a decision by Mr. John Sullivan 
of the Economics Department of 
Economics Department of XU. 
Upholding the affirmative were 
Tom McCoy and Bob Mulvaney 
of X, while Maureen Zwinak 
and Joan Lammers comprised 
Edgecliff's negative team. This 
intercollegiate topic was also the 
question for this debate. To date, 
Xavier and Edgecliff have each 
won a debate in their inter-school 
competition. 
Resolved : That the Marshall 
Plan is Beneficial to the United 
States, was the topic for an inter-
club debate of Dec. 7. The Nega-
tive team was declared the win-
ner in this d ebate by Miss Mary 
Beth Ritter, former Edgecliff 
debater a nd now on the staff of 
the Saint Anthony Messenger. 
Lois Bockenstette and Rosemary 
McCarty d e b a t e d affirmative 
while Joan Reinerman and Betty 
Dunn said no. 
An all-freshman debate will be 
held on January 11 following a 
Debating Clu b Supper Meeting. 
The topic will be Resolved : That 
The Elective System Should Be 
Abolished In College. P eggy Fel-
trup and Marilyn Schneider will 
debate the affirmative against the 
negative t eam made up of Mar-
garet Janzen and Dorothy Towner. 
ll8th Anniversary 
The Religious Sisters of Mercy 
celebrated their 118th anniver-
sary on Dec. 12, the order hav-
ing been established by Cathe-
rine Elizabeth McAuley in Ire-
land in 1831. 
Approximately 23,000 Sisters of 
Mercy follow in the footsteps of 
Mother McAuley today. 
SYMPATHY 
The faculty and student body 
extend their sympathy to Su-
zanne Schimanski '50 on the 
recent death of her father. 
'Twas the Night Before 
By Marjorie Mullaney 
It is the night before the fateful 
morn. Oh, what price education! 
I comfort myself in the knowl-
edge that I am among the many. 
My grave sorrow is shared by 
college students e v e r y w h e r e. 
Lamps are burning, eyes are 
straining, hearts are heavy as 
throughout the long night brains 
are cramming. 
Well, on with it! I tenderly lift 
my notes from the binder. Glanc-
ing at the last page I feel a sud-
den paralyzing terror. The num-
ber on the top of the page is 
25. Impossible! I must have mis-
counted . Surely I haven 't twenty 
five pages of notes to study. Per-
haps I wrote larger than is my 
usual custom. That must be it . 
Why, I know we didn't learn 
twenty five pages worth in that 
class! 
Still it was a fright a nd it is 
with great self-control that I re-
group my mental powers for the 
battle. 
Prehistoric Language 
What strange language is this? 
It was evidently created for some 
barbarous people who r educed 
life t o the bare essentials. Three 
letter fragments appear frequent-
ly in this new tongue. They must 
be doing the work for delinquent 
friends. But I can find no hint as 
to the identity of the others. 
There are sentences which begin 
in full bloom of literary intelli-
gence, falter slightly with minor 
omissions, and then fail miser-
ably in conveying the ultimate 
thought. If only the sentences 
had been finished, what fame as 
a scholar might have been mine! 
On page eight occurs the great-
est calamity. I must have run out 
of ink. The notes are laboriously 
written in pencil, and it has been 
long, long, since I turned to this 
page. Time has been cruel. There 
is nothing left to me but to turn 
to page nine. I'll never know 
what wisdom was hidden beneath 
that big blur! 
Mind Grows Weary 
As I struggle on under these 
exasperating conditions, strange 
thoughts keep invading my weary 
mind. Facts are duly r ecorded on 
the papers. In fact, despite all, 
the papers emerge as rather im-
portant documents. It's all there 
in my notes. Anything the profes-
sor could ask is there. But it is 
not the papers that will b e ex-
amined. At the very h our of m y 
torture they will leave me. 
Such thoughts call up desper-
ate energy as I endeavor to wrest 
from the papers some food for 
the mind. Now and then I am 
relieved as I meet a few facts 
that I know. But what are these 
compared to the hostile many 
whose ugly faces I don't recall? 
With a deep sigh I put the 
precious treasure back in the 
binder. I can do no more. I 'll 
have to study the rest on the 
bus tomorrow. But the next time 
I'll be prepared. Never again will 
I submit myself to a similar 
hazardous evenin g. Always I will 
keep conscious as I write, letting 
at least some thin stream of the 
river of classroom knowledge 
penetrate my mind. Day after 
day I'll devote myself to the joys 
of the scholarly life. My, I am 
tired! I must get some sleep. 
Origin of Chrishnas Tree 
(Continued from Page 1) 
gin, St. Joseph, and the shepherds 
who came to adore the Christ 
Child. To make the scene more 
real, h e used live animals in a 
real stable with a manger. St. 
Francis popularized the use of 
the crib himself. Since then, the 
custom has spread to every part of 
the earth . 
In many homes, cribs are found 
in an honored position underneath 
the Christmas tree. This is cer-
tainly a beautiful practice and one 
in perfect accord with the feast. 
It seems as though the tree has 
its roots in the crib as indeed au 
things do. 
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On The Parkway 
By Joan Bamberger 
"The Parkway:" how many 
philosophical discursions have 
taken place on that busy thor-
oughfare of speeding cars! How 
many lessons have been studied 
and dates r eviewed while the 
girls make their way down the 
windy street to the campus on 
the hilltop! 
We wonder what tales this ave-
nue could relate if it could open 
its stony mouth to our queries. 
P erhaps we can get an idea, if 
we spend a typical morning on 
it at, say, about ten minutes to 
nine. 
Here are Kathleen Groneman 
and Pat Smith waiting to cross 
the street. Judging by the at-
tention they are giving to their 
conversation, they must be dis-
cussing the splitting of the atom, 
or the hylomorphic theory, at the 
very least. "What are you w ear-
ing to the Christmas Carol pro-
gram tonight, Kathleen?" comes 
Pat's voice acros3 the clear air. 
Hmm, not very profound, but 
it sounds interesting. Let's listen: 
"I'm wearing my black and red 
check dress. You know the one," 
Kathleen answers Pat's puzzled 
look, "High rolle d collar, double 
row of buttons down the front , 
flared skirt, black patent belt .. " 
"Oh, I remember now," Pat 
brightens. "That's a cutie. I've 
finally decided on my wine suit." 
"You mean the one with the 
grey fur trim on the collars and 
cuffs? That's beautiful. I espec-
ially like its straight pegged skirt. 
Won'f we have fun?" 
Leaving Kathleen and Pat to 
their speculations of the even-
ing's gaiety, we catch sight of a 
merry group of s o p h o m o r e s 
alighting from the streetcar. Des-
pite their laughing voices and 
carefree manner, one can distinct-
ly perceive a serious note in their 
voices. And no wonder-they are 
discussing the Yuletide Ball. Such 
an important affair requires much 
tho u g h t f u 1 planning: "Which 
formal are you wearing to the 
Ball, Joan?" Rosemary McCarthy 
is asking Joan Reinerman. 
"I think · I'll w ear the 1 i g h t 
green one with the wide neck-
line," Joan answers. "The 
skirt is made of three layers of 
green net over one of white taf-
feta, and I love to walk in it-
it's so noisy!" 
The familiar sight of the Mercy 
bus on the Parkway next arrests 
our attention. The loquacious 
.Westwood girls l iterally make the 
"joints jump" on this red vehicle 
as they plan their holidays. Mary 
Lee Bogenschu'tz is excitedly talk-
ing to Mary Alice Harris: 
"Yesterday I bought a mint 
green dress to wear to Edith 
Hirschberg's house party Christ-
mas week." 
"Oh, tell me about it," Mary 
Alice urges. 
"It has a deep-cut v-neck, with 
tiny covered buttons to the waist," 
'Bog' obliges. "The b r a c e 1 e t 
sleeves have turn-back cuffs and 
the skirt is full, falling into soft 
pleats ." 
What's the commotion up the 
street? Yes, there's one in every 
school, and Edge cliff is no ex-
ception-the latecomer . Jumping 
off the bus and dashing madly 
down the Parkway is Pat Wood, 
with just one minute to make 
her nine o'clock class. But what 
luck! Mary Ann Ca>tillini is 
stopping for her in her car. 
"What do you know for sure, 
Pat?" asks Mary Ann as Pat 
gratefully hops into the auto. 
"Nothing much, exce pt that 
Mother made me a new dress to 
wear New Year's Eve. It's scrump-
tious," Pat rushes on, "navy blue 
taffeta, with a lighter blue polka 
dot. It has a V-neck and a rolled 
collar. The skirt is gathered, with 
two cuffed slash pockets on each 
side. The short dolman sleeves 
have cuffs, too." 
"Say, that's a terrific mother 
you have there, Pat," Mary Ann. 
says approvingly. 
"You know it!" 
It appears as if, during the holi-
day season, at any rate, the seri-
ous discussions on the Parkway 
are abandoned for lighter topics. 
But then, Christmas festivities 
take planning, as even our digni-
fied, sober Parkway would admit, 
if it could. And where is a better 
place to plan for such a tradition-
al feast as Christmas, than on our 
traditional Parkway? 
DON'T FORGET 
to save your cancelled tax 
stamps. A box in the office of 
the dean is ready to receive 
them. 
THE EDGECLIFF 
Autograph Hounds Besiege Author 
I ,. 
I 
Edgecliff seniors are shown eagerly proferring their Summas for autographing by Father Walter 
Farrell, with Father Hilary Ahern an interested on-looker. Standing, left to right, are Ceil Dwyer, Patty 
Berning, Sue Mussio, Rita Mueller, JoAnn Fipps, Eleanor McDonough, Marie Brown, Marth a Parks, 
Beulah Verde, and Helen Cannon. 
Curtain Calls 
(Continued from Page 2) 
Maxwell Anderson's portrayal of 
Henry VIII's and Anne Boleyn's 
love which changed the course 
of political and ecclesiastic his-
tory. 
Anne of the Thousand Days, 
which has been much commented 
upon, points up the two charac-
ters of Henry and his second wife, 
the stormy, passionate, avaricious 
ruler and the equally stormy, am-
bitious Anne. Although J o y c e 
Redman added a fe w melodramat-
ic touches of her own in some 
scenes, still her characterization 
of Anne was a suitable foil for 
the English monarch in whom 
Rex Harrison lost himself com-
pletely- his mannerisms, make-
up, voice and expression, every-
thing combining to make him the 
very embodiment of Henry VIII. 
Anderson's beautifully written 
free verse was btought to life 
by the realistic interpretation of 
the whole cast. 
Greatly enhanced by excellent 
staging and luxurious period cos-
tumes, the many-scened drama 
took advantage of all the dramat-
ic possibilities of the lighting ef-
fects of spots, black outs and 
shadows. 
'Maturity Is Realized In Theology,' 
Dominican Theologian Emphasizes 
By Julanne Sagmaster 
"Our world is definitely a 
world that is not wise," said 
Father Walter Farrell, Domini-
can theologian, in his recent ad-
dress here on "Theology for 
Maturity." He expressed his con-
viction that the world is imma-
ture in that it has lost sight of 
ultimates and is content with 
only a partial view and limited 
perspective. 
H~ puh1ted out that " theology 
is Queen of Sciences-wisdom 
itself-the only full wisdom that 
is open to our knowledge by ac-
quisition. It prevents other 
knowledge from becoming dis-
torted." 
Father Farrell is now located 
at the Dominican House of 
Studies in Chicago, where he in-
structs newly-ordained priests. 
He served as a Navy chaplain in 
World War II and, before that, 
spent 20 years teaching young 
priests philosophy and theology. 
He is the present editor of The 
Cross and Crown and was the 
first editor of the Dominican 
magazine, The Thomist . 
Father Farrell said. "True under-
standing does not come from 
partial knowledge. To know only 
some isolated aspect of the world 
- such as natural science might 
provide-is not enough. Maturity 
is realized in theology alone, for 
theology deals with God as the 
beginning and the end of all 
things. To see the whole man one 
must see his origin, his end, his 
natural and supernatural equip-
ment, This is possible only in 
theology ." 
The speaker advocated that 
once the students have a grasp of 
t h e o 1 o g i c a 1 principles, they 
should transmit them to others. 
If they sit idly by, they are still 
children, he said, for "the mature 
man should c o m m u n i c a t e to 
others or he is not fully matured." 
"Surrey" Travels To Xavier 
In his talk he emphasized that 
all contemporary problems, if 
analyzed, are basically moral in 
content, whether concerning la-
bor, internat ional law, or social 
relations. And being moral, he 
added, they are theological, since 
they deal with God, man, and 
the world itself. 
No one could doubt while 
hearing Father Farrell speak that 
he is the author of "A Companion 
to the Summa" which is used as 
a text at Edgecliff. His style of 
speaking is similar to his writ-
ing style, and his logic in both 
is precise and clear. He first pre-
sented numerous examples of 
what a thing is not, then gave a 
definition of what it is, and went 
on to prove his contention, using 
many humorous and appropriate 
comparisons to illustrate his 
point. 
These are members of the " Surrey with the Fringe on the Top" number, one of the featured acts 
in Xavier's Variety Show to be held in South Hall Theater Jan. 13 and 14. Standing, left to right, are 
Marie Brown, Patty Berning, Mary Claire Leis, Theresa Duwel, Sue Mussio, Ruth Osterman, and Jo Ann 
Voss. Nancy Mecklenborg is the "horse" and Shirley Halloran and Patty Winter are "wheels." 
"Maturity means proportion 
and completeness-a full v iew" 
Edgecliff was the first college 
to inaugurate a course covering 
Father Farrell's four volumes. 
This method of teaching philoso-
phy was adopted four years ago. 
Dorm Celebrates Cutting Pag.es 
The Christmas dinner dance (Continued from Page 2) 
given annually for the boarders view. In a recent statement Asch 
was held on Monday, Dec. 19, 
at Emery Hall from 8 : 00 to 12 : 00 
p .m . 
The formal dinner was held 
first , followed by a dance in the 
ballroom. The chairman of the 
the junior and senior boarders 
served as a committee. 
CSMC Entertains 
A group of poor children from 
downtown public schools were 
entertained at the C.S.M.C.'s 
Christmas party, Sunday, Dec. 18. 
Sue Schimanski as Santa Claus 
presented each child with a gift. 
A meal and games for the chil-
dren completed the program. 
has said, "I have never separated 
Christ from the J ewish people." 
The novel "Mary" will have a 
powerful influence despite Cath-
olic opinion. The author draws 
on his rich knowledge of Jewish 
customs, traditions, and family 
life which give the book its depth 
and authenticity. The childhood 
of Jesus, his schooling in the 
synagogue and with Joseph in 
the shop, his maturing into man-
hood, is projected again~t this 
background, and the result is a 
truly genuine realism. Unfortun-
ately, this smack of realism, the 
simple, tender, and spiritual tone 
of the story, will lead many read-
ers to accept as true the character 
of Mary as created by the pen of 
Sholem Asch. 
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